
Matt McCool 
mccool.matt@gmail.com 

(310) 486-9696 
 
 
 
October 6, 2020 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Honorable Stacey Armarto 
Councilwoman, City of Hermosa Beach 
1315 Valley Drive 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254-3885 
 
RE: Hermosa Beach Police Department Corruption Scandal 
 
Dear Councilwoman Armarto: 
 
I am following up on my August 5, 2019 formal complaint against the City of Hermosa Beach for police misconduct and 
conspiracy to obstruct justice. (Exhibit A.) The lack of acknowledgement by the City after 14 months, is by default an 
admission of guilt. Furthermore, your lack of action as an elected City Official makes you an accessory after the fact, 
especially for your knowledge and/or participation regarding retaliatory conduct by those in positions of authority. These 
are serious criminal allegations, which require a response, as I will be reporting these crimes to the FBI through NCIS. 
 
Retaliation 
 
 Malicious Prosecution – On the same day as Chief Papa’s ‘retirement’, October 1, 2019, the City Prosecutor’s Office 

filed a Notice of Arraignment for allegedly violating a court order for allegedly posting a YouTube video in my formal 
complaint. However, not only did the prosecution fail to provide any evidence of this criminal allegation, the 
prosecution failed to prove there even was a crime. A judge dismissed the case in a pretrial hearing. (Exhibit B.) 

 
 False Statements to the FBI – On June 15, 2020, I was interviewed by NCIS regarding a 13-month old Facebook 

post for questioning the mindset of your associate for filing a false police report, and associating me with domestic 
terrorism. On May 25, 2019, I sent you an email condemning these implications. (Exhibit C.) Likely that email was 
withheld from the FBI, while LT. Phillips made further unsubstantiated statements not in any official police reports. 

 
Conflicts of Interests 
 
 City Attorney Michael Jenkins – During the period in my formal complaint, Mr. Jenkin’s law firm, Jenkins & Hogin, 

LLP provided City Prosecutor services to the City on an interim basis with City Prosecutor Trevor Rusin and Assistant 
City Prosecutor Natalie Karpeles. (Exhibit D.) It is highly unlikely that someone of Mr. Jenkin’s stature or anyone 
under his employment would engage in criminal conspiracy, but for the record this happened on his watch.   

 
 LT. Dorothy Scheid – For my formal complaint, LT. Scheid served as the Detective Sergeant supervising DET. JR 

Smith assigned to the case. With the high-profile involvement by Police Chief Papa, the public comments by LT. 
Phillips, and the lack of investigation by DET. Smith, there is a credibility issue for a claim of plausible deniability. 

 
I am a lifelong supporter of the law enforcement community, and believe in law and order. Many of my associates are 
current or retired police officers, including the countless local and federal law enforcement members I served alongside 
with for 15+ years in the United States Navy Reserve. Also as a City Commissioner, I had the pleasure to interact with 
several HBPD personnel including with CERT, Neighborhood Watch, National Night out, Community Police Academy and 
the Safety Fair. I am still a supporter of the Hermosa Beach Police Department regardless of this corruption scandal. 
 
However, in this political climate, it is the worst possible time for City Officials not to address police misconduct. Please 
advise on the City’s course of action other than continuing to use taxpayer dollars to harass and retaliate against me.     
 
Fiat justitia, 
 
 
 
 
Matt McCool 
 
 
 
cc:  Hermosa Beach City Council (via email)  
 Hermosa Beach City Manager, Suja Lowenthal (via email)  
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EXHIBIT A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Matt McCool 
mccool.matt@gmail.com 

(310) 486-9696 
 
 
 
August 5, 2019 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Honorable Stacey Armarto 
Mayor, City of Hermosa Beach 
1315 Valley Drive 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254-3885 
 
RE: Formal complaint against the City of Hermosa Beach for police misconduct and conspiracy 
 
Dear Mayor Armato: 
 
I am submitting a formal complaint against the City of Hermosa Beach for police misconduct and conspiracy in violating my rights as declared in 
Article I, Section 28 of the Constitution of California.  
 
During my 2017 campaign for City Council, LT. Landon Phillips knowingly made false, incomplete and misleading statements in a October 18, 2017 
Easy Reader article, which effectively ended my run for City Council, and seriously damaging my reputation in our community. His statement “there 
was nothing wrong with the department’s work in the case” was a lie to cover up police misconduct. 
 
Even with the refinements to the Public Records Request process from the Chris Miller “Standing Room” incident, I still have no records for nearly 
an eight-month period from March 16, 2014 to November 10, 2014, and neither the Police Department nor City Prosecutor’s Office will discuss the 
details of my case. Court documents list SGT. Ramirez, OFC. McDermott and DET. Smith as witnesses, and I have not been provided the 
investigation report from DET. Smith. 
 
The fact the City will not provide nor discuss the records of investigation from DET. Smith only further substantiates my allegation of police 
misconduct by the Hermosa Beach Police Department. If there “was nothing wrong with the department’s work in the case,” then there should not 
be an issue of releasing the case file, and/or discussing the details of the case. 
 
This is a stalking case, not a mutual combat case, and as in most stalking cases the victim is unaware of the stalking until it is too late. On March 15, 
2014 at 6:15pm on a patio at Pier Plaza, Thomas “TJ” Powers stalked, ambushed and violent attack me in a premeditated orchestrated assault 
involving multiple people. This attack came without warning or provocation and began with a cowardly and dangerous sucker punch while I was 
seated, which was followed by a kill shot while I was down and defenseless. As a result of this attack I sustained permanent spinal injuries, and still 
endure chronic cervical and thoracic pain. Here is the video of Powers “in fear of his life, and acting in self-defense:” https://youtu.be/quHMaiMv_n0 
 
Based on the evidence and circumstances of this case, the perpetrator’s father Thomas F. Powers formerly of SFPD, contact Police Chief Papa 
regarding his son’s felony PC 245(a)(4), and then she conspired with other police officers to report the felonious attack as a mutual combat fight, 
and then bury the case from prosecution. The motive for this conspiracy was to prevent revocation of Thomas “TJ” Powers’ Real Estate License.  
 
Over seven months after the attack, Councilman Fangary requested before City Council the Police Chief address this case along with three other 
cases. It was only then, the newly contracted Redondo Beach City Prosecutor’s Office filed my case. However I was excluded from any investigation 
from the detectives and prosecutors. Additionally material video evidence was suppressed, and there was an arrangement for a summons in lieu of 
an arrest warrant for Powers. Also I was purposefully misled as to the original criminal charges, and the subsequent plea bargain. Finally and most 
importantly, I was denied my right to giving a victim impact statement at sentencing. Clearly Powers received preferential treatment as a cop’s son. 
 
There is overwhelming evidence to support my allegations, and justify an independent serious internal investigation in accordance with the OIR 
Group report, which followed the Chris Miller settlement. I am looking forward to the finding of the truth, clearing my name and reputation of all 
the malicious false allegations, and seeing justice done. I believe justice should be harsh, especially for those who denied it to others. 
 
Fiat justitia, 

 
Matt McCool 
 
 
 
cc: Hermosa Beach City Council (via email) 

Suja Lowenthal, Hermosa Beach City Manager (via email) 
Michael Jenkins, Hermosa Beach City Attorney (via email) 
Milton McKinnon, Hermosa Beach Acting Chief of Police (via email) 
Hermosa Beach City Clerk (via email) 
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From: Matt McCool <mccool.matt@gmail.com>  
Sent: Saturday, May 25, 2019 8:33 AM 
To: sarmato@hermosabch.org 
Cc: ssmith@hermosapolice.org; tjohnson@hermosapolice.org; cityclerk@hermosabch.org; 
citycouncil@hermosabch.org; jnakamoto@hermosapolice.org; ecahalan@hermosapolice.org 
Subject: RE: Crime Against Public Justice  
 
Mayor Armato: 
 
Thank you for your assistance with the attached public records request.  
 
Normally I would not go through the Mayor for this type of request, but you allegedly know the alleged 
victim. Unfortunately most of the Police report is redacted, which I find completely unacceptable. I 
respect the fact the City is not required to produce information as to the complaining party, however I 
have every right to the details of the criminal allegations made against me.  
 
Since Officer Nakamoto is advising the complaining party to obtain a restraining order, obviously there 
are allegations of criminal threats and/or criminal harassment. As the use of Virginia's state motto, Sic 
Semper Tyrannis, is not a crime nor does it make me a potential assassin or domestic terrorist. 
Furthermore to my knowledge, the Community Police Advisory Board fully vetted this infamous 
organizational chart that I allegedly created. No Police action was taken.  
 
Based on the screens shots that were send to me, the complaining party is allegedly a Stephanie Palmer. 
I do not know, nor have any knowledge of this random individual. My first and only interaction was 
through some posts she initiated towards me and a direct message exchange in mid-December of last 
year. I thought it was just another fake account. I had no contact with the alleged victim until she 
initiated a direct message on March 28th, alleging I threatened her family. Crazy, so I responded and 
blocked her.  
 
Any and all claims outside my description are completely and unequivocally false. However she is 
claiming to know me, including months of interactions, bullying, threats, targeting, cyber-stalking and 
harassment, which are all a fabricated Facebook hoax to seek attention and portray herself as a victim. 
 
I find her post of, “why is he zoned on me so bad?” extremely disturbing when I don’t even know this 
individual. In fact, all of her posts appear to be genuine, which makes me believe she is truly delusional 
and has mental health issues. Please let me know if I can be of any assistance in getting a restraining 
order filed against me. The sooner we get this situation in front of a judge, the sooner we can get the 
alleged victim the right treatment. 
 
In the meanwhile, I am very much looking forward to the Police investigation by Detective Droz. 
Obviously the investigation will reveal that the alleged victim filed a false Police report, which is a crime 
against public justice, and I fully expect criminal charges to be filled. The City should not normalize this 
criminal behavior by doing nothing. However I will submit a statement to the City Prosecutor 
encouraging leniency, as screen shots show the alleged victim was manipulated by several others, 
including some who are offering to provide false testimony.  
 
 



Please take this case seriously as these situations can lead to violence. I know from personal experience. 
After all because of false allegations I was stalked, ambushed and violently attacked, beginning with a 
cowardly sucker punch while I was seated on a patio bench. Also some false allegations situations have 
led to fatal outcomes. I do not know if the alleged victim in this case has a husband and/or boyfriend(s), 
who believe I have abused, threatened and harassed her for months. My personal safety is now 
compromised.  
 
However the real victims in this case are the women who are truly victims of crimes, but a shadow of 
doubt is cast over them because of false allegations like those of this Stephanie Palmer. #MeTooBrett 
 
Additionally I am morally obligated to report this mental instability and criminal activity to Child 
Protective Services, as one of the posts indicated the alleged victim has three children. Perhaps the 
California Women's Law Center could assist in this matter as I will be referring this case to them. 
However I believe they assist women who are victims of crimes, not women who perpetrate crimes. 
 
Please advise your people that, if they go off the reservation, you cannot save them!  
 
Juventus stultorum magister. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
Matt McCool 
 
From: PSO Terea Johnson [mailto:tjohnson@hermosapolice.org]  
Sent: Thursday, April 25, 2019 6:22 PM 
To: Matt McCool <mccool.matt@gmail.com> 
Cc: PSO Starla Smith <ssmith@hermosapolice.org>; Records Request 
<recordsrequest@hermosabch.org> 
Subject: Public Records Request 
 
Dear Mr. McCool: 
 
The City of Hermosa Beach is in receipt of your Public Records Act request received April 2, 2019. 
Attached are the responsive records. 
 
Please note that the City is not required to produce information as to the complaining party. (See Gov. 
Code Section 6255; see also City of San Jose v. Superior Court (1999) 74 Cal.App.4th 1008.) Accordingly, 
the City has redacted that identifying information. 
 
Please let me know if I can assist you further. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Terea Johnson 
Hermosa Beach Police Department 
 























EXHIBIT D 




