
Attachment 8 

California Alcohol Beverage Control Regulations for Special Events 

California Business and Professions Code  
Sec. 23399  

 
(a)An on-sale general license authorizes the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits for consumption 
on the premises where sold. Any licensee under an on-sale general license, an on-sale beer and wine 
license, a club license, or a veterans club license may apply to the department for a caterers permit. A 
caterers permit under an on-sale general license shall authorize the sale of beer, wine, and distilled 
spirits for consumption at conventions, sporting events, trade exhibits, picnics, social gatherings, or 
similar events held any place in the state approved by the department. A caterers permit under an on-
sale beer and wine license shall authorize the sale of beer and wine for consumption at conventions, 
sporting events, trade exhibits, picnics, social gatherings, or similar events held any place in the state 
approved by the department. A caterers permit under a club license or a veterans club license shall 
authorize sales at these events only upon the licensed club premises. 

(b)Any licensee under an on-sale general license or an on-sale beer and wine license may apply to 
the department for an event permit. An event permit under an on-sale general license or an on-sale 
beer and wine license shall authorize, at events held no more frequently than four days in any single 
calendar year, the sale of beer, wine, and distilled spirits only under an on-sale general license or beer 
and wine only under an on-sale beer and wine license for consumption on property adjacent to the 
licensed premises and owned or under the control of the licensee. This property shall be secured and 
controlled by the licensee and not visible to the general public. 

(c)This section shall in no way limit the power of the department to issue special licenses under the 
provisions of Section 24045 or to issue daily on-sale general licenses under the provisions of Section 
24045.1. Consent for sales at each event shall be first obtained from the department in the form of a 
catering or event authorization issued pursuant to rules prescribed by it. Any event authorization shall 
be subject to approval by the appropriate local law enforcement agency. The fee for each catering or 
event authorization shall be issued at a fee not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) and this fee shall 
be deposited in the Alcohol Beverage Control Fund as provided in Section 25761. 

(d)At all approved events, the licensee may exercise only those privileges authorized by the licensees 
license and shall comply with all provisions of the act pertaining to the conduct of on-sale premises 
and violation of those provisions may be grounds for suspension or revocation of the licensees license 
or permit, or both, as though the violation occurred on the licensed premises. 

(e)The fee for a caterers permit for a licensee under an on-sale general license, a caterers permit for 
a licensee under an on-sale beer and wine license, or an event permit for a licensee under an on-sale 
general license or an on-sale beer and wine license shall be one hundred four dollars ($104) for 



permits issued during the 2002 calendar year, one hundred seven dollars ($107) for permits issued 
during the 2003 calendar year, one hundred ten dollars ($110) for permits issued during the 2004 
calendar year, and for permits issued during the years thereafter, the annual fee shall be calculated 
pursuant to subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 23320, and the fee for a caterers permit for a licensee 
under a club license or a veterans club license shall be as specified in Section 23320, and the permit 
may be renewable annually at the same time as the licensees license. A caterers or event permit shall 
be transferable as a part of the license. 
 
California Business and Professions Code  
Sec. 24045  

 
(a)All licenses, except on-sale general licenses for seasonal businesses and daily on-sale general 
licenses issued pursuant to Section 24045.1, shall be issued on an annual basis. However, the 
department may issue special licenses for the sale of beer or wine on a temporary basis for premises 
temporarily occupied by the licensee for a picnic, social gathering, or similar occasion at a fee equal to 
the actual cost of issuing the license, but not to exceed twenty-five dollars ($25) per day. 

(b)Notwithstanding subdivision (a), a license transferred pursuant to Section 24071 or 24071.1 shall 
be issued for the unexpired term remaining on the license of the transferor. 

(c)The director may assign or reassign dates for the expiration of licenses issued pursuant to this 
section. The director may establish a registration year for any license issued pursuant to subdivision 
(a) consisting of any period from six months to 18 months, inclusive, and shall prorate related annual 
fees to the extent the registration year is greater or less than 12 months, with subsequent renewals 
being required at yearly intervals. 

California Business and Professions Code  
Sec. 24045.1  

 
The department, in its discretion, may issue on a temporary basis a daily on-sale general license and 
the fee for such license shall be twenty-five dollars ($25) per day. Such license authorizes the sale of 
distilled spirits, wine, and beer for consumption on the premises where sold, and no off-sale privileges 
shall be exercised under such license. A daily on-sale general license may only be issued to a political 
party or affiliate supporting a candidate for public office or a ballot measure, an organization formed 
for a specific charitable or civic purpose, a fraternal organization in existence for over five years with a 
regular membership, or a religious organization. Distilled spirits sold under a daily on-sale general 
license shall have been purchased at retail from the holder of an off-sale general license.The 
department may adopt such rules as it determines to be necessary to implement and administer the 
provisions of this section, including, but not limited to, limitations on the number of times during any 
calendar year a qualified organization may be issued a license provided for by this section.The 
provisions of Article 2 (commencing with Section 23815) of Chapter 5 and Article 2 (commencing with 



Section 23985) of Chapter 6 of this division shall not be applicable to the licenses provided for by this 
section. 
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