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CITY OF HERMOSA BEACH
BOARD/COMMISSION APPLICATION

NAME OF COMMISSION: CIVIL SERVICE BOARD

APPLICANT’S NAME: ROBERT S. WOLFE
ADDRESS: 3300 Palm Drive, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

HOME PHONE: (310) 376-4616 CELL / BUSINESS PHONE: (619) 800-4616
EMAIL: Bob.Wolfe@outlook.com

OCCUPATION / PROFESSION: Lawyer (Cal. State Bar # 073210)

EMPLOYER NAME & ADDRESS: Self

REFERENCES:

LocAL: Ron Newman; Maggie Rose Bove LaMonica; Amy Howorth; Adam Malovani; David
Gretham

PROFESSIONAL: Hon. Richard Aronson (Associate Justice, Cal. Court of Appeal, 4th
Appellate District, Div. 3); Hon. William Bedsworth (Associate Justice, Cal. Court of Appeal,
4th Appellate District, Div. 3); Hon. Richard Fybel (Associate Justice, Cal. Court of Appeal,
4th Appellate District, Div. 3); Prof. Laurie Levenson, (Loyola Law School, Los Angeles)

PRESENT COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION & SERVICE:

Cal. Supreme Court Historical Society (member, Board of Directors, 2006-present, Chair,
Programs Committee); Citizens Advisory Council, LA County Metropolitan Transit Authority
(member, 2019-present); Hillel Council UCLA (member, Board of Directors, 1999-present);
Public Counsel (member, Board of Directors, Sept. 1996-present); THRIVE Hermosa (Chair,
Transportation Task Force, 2017-present).

PAST COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION & SERVICE:

Angels’ Walk L.A. (member, Board of Directors & Member of Advisory Committee, 1997-
2005); Cal. State Bar, Appellate Courts Committee (appointed member, 1996-2006);
CJER-Center for Judicial Education & Research (CJER), Judicial Council of California
(member, Appellate Judicial Attorneys Education Committee, 2001-2011); Consumer Trusts
Fund (member, Board of Directors, 1987-2006, Chair); Public Law Center (member, Board
of Directors, 2000-2015, Member, Executive Committee).



Why do you wish to be a commission member?

| know and greatly respect my fellow Hermosans who give of their time and energy
to serve on our city’s commissions and elected boards. | believe that | have an obligation to
do the same where it is possible that | may make a contribution, particularly on a board that
is less visible and for which there may be a paucity of qualified applicants to fill the available
slots.

What do you feel are the duties and responsibilities of a commission member?

I've reviewed past agendas for the Civil Service Board, which, from the public
postings, appear to involve approval of job specifications and eligibility lists for public
positions within the City of Hermosa Beach.

According to the Municipal Code, the Civil Service Board hears appeals relating to
the suspension, reductions in pay or personnel violations of city employees, as well as
holding hearings and making recommendations “on any manner of personnel administration
of the city council and the city manager.”

As a commissioner, | have a duty to actively participate in the business of the Civil
Service Board, to be fully prepared and informed, and to exercise my best judgment in
doing so, in accordance with all applicable rules and regulations. | should engage in
productive and collegial discussions with my fellow commissioners and with city staff.

To the extent that such review by the Civil Service Board involves quasi-judicial
hearings, | understand my obligation to be fair and impartial, to give the affected parties the
ability to fully respond and to present their side of the dispute, and to engage in reasoned
and deliberate decisionmaking

Do you have any current obligations or responsibilities which could be construed as a
conflict of interest with your being a board / commission member?

No.

Please provide below and/or attach a resume of your education, employment,
memberships, past activities and other experience that you feel would qualify you as a
Board / Commission member.

EDUCATION:
University of California, Davis School of Law, J.D. 1976.

University of California, Santa Cruz, A.B. 1972. Honors in Politics, General College Honors;
Danforth Fellowship Nominee.



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
Law Offices of Robert S. Wolfe. Appellate Attorney, 2016-Present.

Cal. Court of Appeal, 4th Appellate District, Div. 3. Supervising Judicial Attorney; Senior
Judicial Attorney, 1996-2015,.

Manning, Marder & Wolfe. Senior Partner / Founding Partner / Of Counsel, 1994-1996.
Morris, Polich & Purdy. Associate, 1976-1982; Partner, 1982-1994.
QUALIFICATIONS:

| worked as an attorney in the judicial branch for nearly 20 years for an appellate
court which had jurisdiction over all civil, criminal and dependency cases in Orange County.
| had a variety of responsibilities, including drafting judicial opinions as staff member for
various appellate justices, conducting the court’s judicial settlement program, acting as the
court’s judicial settlement officer, and supervising the court’s writs and motions
department.

My experience at the Court of Appeal is directly transferable to my responsibilities
as a commissioner. | have learned to be an active listener, to keep an open mind, to be
courteous, respectful and attentive to participants, and to endeavor to reach a fair and
equitable resolution, both in the substance of any decision and in the procedure by which it
has been reached.

My private practice as an appellate attorney primarily involved representing public
entities, including their employees, in civil litigation including civil rights, government torts
and employment.

This Board/Commission meets on the third Wednesday of each month at 5:00 pm. Do
you foresee any scheduling problems that might cause you to miss meetings?

No. As indicated above, | am a member of the LA Metro Citizens Advisory Committee
(Metro CAC), a countywide committee, but that committee meets on the fourth
Wednesday of each month.

How long have you lived in Hermosa Beach?

| have lived in Hermosa Beach for 6 years. Before that, | lived in Manhattan Beach
since 1991. | grew up in the area, and graduated from Inglewood High School.
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