
From: noreply@granicusideas.com <noreply@granicusideas.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2019 3:14 PM 
To: Planning Commission-Group <PlanningCommission-GROUP@hermosabch.org>; Ken Robertson 
<krobertson@hermosabch.org>; Ann Yang <anny@hermosabch.org>; Nicole Ellis 
<nellis@hermosabch.org> 
Subject: New eComment for Planning Commission Meeting 
 

  

New eComment for Planning Commission Meeting  

Anthony Higgins submitted a new eComment. 

Meeting: Planning Commission Meeting 

Item: 5. 19-0541 Information Only: Public Hearing Notices and Projects Zoning Map 

eComment: Dear Mr. Robertson, Re: Handling of the Short-Term Rental Pilot Request for Public 
Comment Per the attached courtesy letter from you I am requesting a copy of the draft ordinance 
for short-term rentals in advance of Thursday's posting. The Notice I received (attachment) 
indicated that if I wished to review this ordinance prior to Friday, August 23 I could do so by 
contacting Mr Blumenthal. Is that NOT the case? Why the confusion? Well Mr Blumenthal is out 
of the office the last two days per his auto-reply email and his designee has not responded to my 
request for a draft. I also don’t understand why the city has not made this draft-ordinance 
available on the web site earlier to facilitate public comment. I know you are only required to post 
it a minimum of 72 hours in advance of the public hearing but how does it benefit the public by 
not making it available earlier? Why always do the minimum? Finally why were the specific 
properties eligible for the pilot NOT identified in the written communications from you included 
below. That just makes it more difficult for the public to provide effective feedback. Finally, the 
verbiage you use to identify the properties eligible for the pilot appears to be intentionally and 
unnecessary vague. ...[to allow short-term rentals in existing non conforming dwellings]... see 
attached. What does “non-conforming” mean to the average resident? Does “existing” include 
properties under construction like 5 corners or does this apply to the apartments in the area? 
How are we supposed to comment on something so vague? Once again why not post the 
ordinance in advance? Why not specifically identify the eligible properties in a way that the 
average resident can easily understand? Like an address or a mark on a map? Why say you are 
can provide the ordinance in advance of the posting in your attached letter if you can’t or won’t? I 
have requested the draft ordinance twice with no response to that question. Do you really want a 
meaningful public hearing? If so I suggest you resend the letter to all residents and include the 
draft ordinance, a map of the eligible properties and verbiage the average resident can 
understand. I strongly recommend delaying the public hearing until this is done and waiving the 
3 minute per person public comment time limit unless your goal is to suppress public comment 



and residents legal grounds to challenge the ordinance. I’m referring to the last sentence in your 
letter. The one in fine print. Thank you Anthony Higgins  
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