Community Walking Tours Summary

General Plan/Coastal Land Use Plan Rewrite
April 2015

On March 28th from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM the City of Hermosa Beach
hosted a series of walking tours of key neighborhoods and districts as
part of the General Plan and Coastal Land Use Plan updates. The
event began with a brief overview of walking tour routes, content
and how the public can provide helpful feedback. The purpose of
the event was to share land use and transportation ideas (based on
previous community input) and to collect community feedback on
specific concepts proposed for each City district. Participants were
led on walking tours to see for themselves how proposed changes
might be implemented. Participants were given a workbook to use
during the walking tours that outlined district characteristics,
proposed land use and transportation concepts and their
relationship to community-identified values, and provided writing
space to take notes. In addition to the walking tours, large-scale
versions of the district workbooks were provided as exhibits on the
Community Center Lawn for passersby to review and comment on.

Executive Summary

The walking tours drew approximately 40 participants throughout the
day, with an additional 15-20 people stopping by the Community
Center to provide input via the poster display. Participants were
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enthusiastic about the activities and provided detailed input both verbally and through workshop materials.

Key themes emerged as follows:

e Preservation of Hermosa Beach character — Participants are keen to maintain their existing community

character, views, amenities and quality of life

e Support for pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements — Participants would like to see improved

pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure throughout the City

e Lack of interest in development higher than two stories — Participants feel that higher density
development negatively impacts community character and potentially views
e Consideration for the environment — Participants want to see improvements that support a green and

healthy lifestyle

Participant Comments by District

Transcriptions of participant comments and survey results can be viewed in the Appendix.

1. Beach and The Strand
e District Vision: Participants have mixed opinions.

e Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would
like to see more emphasis on this area as a recreational resource.

e Look and Feel: Participants are supportive.
e Transportation Strategy: Participants have mixed opinions.

e Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint.
e Other Comments: Participants feel strongly that development in this

district should be limited to two stories and should not be bulky.

2. Northwest Neighborhood
e District Vision: Participants have mixed opinions.
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Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would like to see more emphasis on live.
Look and Feel: Participants have mixed opinions.

Transportation Strategy: Participants have mixed opinions.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint, and enhance public facilities.

Other Comments: Participants feel that vacation rentals in this district should be limited and setback areas
made larger.

3. Southwest Neighborhood

District Vision: Participants are supportive.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would like to see more emphasis on live.

Look and Feel: Participants are supportive.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, improve travel choices.

Other Comments: Participants feel that the area should not look like another corridor. Participants felt strongly
about limiting the amount of vacation rentals in this area.

4. Eastside Neighborhood

5. Downtown

District Vision: Participants have mixed opinions.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would like to see more emphasis on live.
Look and Feel: Participants have mixed opinions.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are not supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint.

Other Comments: Participants feel that development should focus less on multi-family units and allow more
setbacks or front yard space to reduce bulk and density.

District Vision: Participants are supportive.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed mix of uses,
but would like to see more emphasis on shop and play.

Look and Feel: Participants are supportive.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character and historic buildings, reduce
environmental footprint, enhance public facilities. :
Other Comments: Participants feel strongly that Hermosa Beach ¢
character should be preserved. Specific improvements suggested include increased outdoor seatlng more
bike racks, more parking, safer intersections, trolley service, and increased office space.

6. Upper Pier/Civic Center

District Vision: Participants are supportive.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would like to see more emphasis on live.
Look and Feel: Participants have mixed opinions.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character and historic buildings.

Other Comments: Participants feel strongly that development in this district should be limited to two stories
and should allow more setback space for improved walking areas and bike trails.

7. Aviation Blvd. Corridor

District Vision: Participants are supportive.
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Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would like to see more emphasis on work and
play.

Look and Feel: Participants are supportive.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint, increase financial stability.

Other Comments: Participants feel strongly that the corridor should be safer and more pedestrian and cyclist
friendly, especially at intersections. There is also support for mixed use development along the corridor,
including more live-work units, especially on vacant lots and beautification including planters and gateway
signage.

8. PCH Corridor

9. Cypress Junction

10. PCH @ Artesia

District Vision: Participants are supportive.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would like to see more emphasis on live and
play.

Look and Feel: Participants are supportive.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint, improve travel choices.

Other Comments: Participants would like to see easier access to businesses along the corridor through
increased parking and improved pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. With increased activity along PCH,
participants want to make sure the residential streets are not impacted negatively. Participants also want to
ensure that existing views are protected and suggested that parking be placed behind buildings rather than on
the street. One participant expressed concern that the traffic and speed of cars along PCH will always prevent
a pedestrian-friendly atmosphere and that walkability improvements

should be focused only between Pier Ave. and Aviation on PCH.

District Vision: Participants are supportive.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed mix of uses, but
would like to see more emphasis on shop and play.

Look and Feel: Participants have mixed opinions.

Transportation Strategy: Participants have mixed opinions.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint,
improve travel choices, enhance public facilities.

Other Comments: Participants would like to see the space used
creatively and not just for small industry. ldeas included an
arts/technology center and other creative workspaces.

District Vision: Participants are supportive.

Mix of Uses: Participants agree with the proposed use mix, but would
like to see all categories emphasized.

Look and Feel: Participants are supportive.

Transportation Strategy: Participants are supportive.

Top Priorities: Preserve character, reduce environmental footprint, increase financial stability.
Other Comments: Participants would like to see investment in green space and commercial space.
Participants support height restrictions, bike lanes, and improved pedestrian space.
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